
 

 

BATH STONE & LIMESTONE  

CARE AND INFORMATION 

 

Bath stone is a Oolitic Limestone of the 
Jurassic period, quarried in mines near 
Corsham in the Cotswolds.  It has been used 
since the Roman and Medieval periods and 
is used extensively around Bath, a world 
heritage city giving it the warm, distinctive 
honey colour. 

Bath stone is a finely grained limestone and 
therefore is much rougher in texture than our 
other stones. Fireplaces with intricate 
detailing should be avoided in this stone. 

It is important to understand that this limestone has a very high fossil count 
throughout and there is also a very high possibility of veining.  However, there is little 
variation in background colour. If you are happy to embrace the stones natural 
aesthetic, it’s pale cream, buff or mellow honey colour can be a lovely addition to any 
living space.  

When first installed your limestone may be damp and appear patchy.  Do not panic 
this is temporary as it dries out.  

CARE 

It takes a surprisingly small amount of effort to maintain the stunning appearance of 
your limestone. 

Before cleaning your limestone, it is very important to ensure that you have the 
correct cleaning products available.  Where possible a specific limestone cleaner 
should be used. 

Where a specific limestone cleaner is not available, use an alkaline based solution. 

Do not use acid based cleaners as these will damage your limestone. Limestone is 
a porous, sedimentary rock and using acid based cleaners will cause it to corrode 
over time. 

Wax or spray polishes should not be used on your limestone as these products can 
darken the surface and create highly visible patches that may permanently damage 
the natural beauty of the stone.   Also avoid kitchen or bathroom cleaners, bleach, 
soft-scrub, ammonia sprays, lemon juice and vinegar.  

The best way to clean off a mark from a limestone surface is to use a clean, soft, 
cotton cloth dampened with diluted washing up liquid.  Scrub the stone in a gentle 



circular motion rather than a forceful back and forth rub. The limestone should be 
rinsed gently with water following use of any cleaning product, but never soaked. It is 
important to remember that limestone is absorbent and when it is washed it will 
appear darker. The stone may take a few days to dry out depending on room 
temperature and there is no need to panic. 

Do not stand glasses or mugs containing red wine, tea, coffee or other drinks directly 
onto the limestone as stains and ring marks may occur. If you do spill coffee or wine 
onto the stone surface, clean it off thoroughly and as quickly as possible in a circular 
motion with a damp cloth. Stains will become more difficult to remove if allowed to 
dry. 

Never stand vases with flowers directly on a limestone surface as this could cause a 
permanent ring mark. We also recommend never to place candles directly onto the 
fireplace surface as this could damage or stain the stone. 

With limestone fireplaces, soot can naturally occur on and around your limestone 
fireplace or hearth. Use a vacuum to pick up the excess soot then take a damp 
cotton cloth to wipe the remaining soot away. A limestone cleaner or mild soap can 
be used for particularly tough spots. 

Never plaster onto, or down to, a limestone fireplace or hearth as the limestone may 
take up the colour from the plaster which may cause permanent damage. 

Logs and coal should never be set directly on top of the limestone. This can scratch 
the surface, whilst black rub marks and stains can also occur. 

 


